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Professional Experience and Curriculum Vitae
David LaChapelle's photography career began in the 1980's in New York City galleries.
After attending the North Carolina School of Arts, he moved to New York where he
enrolled at both the Art Students League and the School of Visual Arts. With shows at
303 Gallery, Trabia McAffee and others, his work caught the eye of his hero Andy
Warhol and the editors of Interview Magazine, who offered him his first professional
photography job.

Working at Interview Magazine, LaChapelle quickly began photographing some of the
most famous faces of the times. Before long, he was shooting for the top editorial
publications of the world, and creating the most memorable advertising campaigns of a
generation. His striking images have appeared on and in between the covers of
magazines such as Italian Vogue, French Vogue, Vanity Fair, GQ, Rolling Stone and i-
D. In his twenty-year career in publishing, he has photographed personalities as diverse
as Tupac Shakur, Madonna, Amanda Lepore, Eminem, Philip Johnson, Lance
Armstrong, Pamela Anderson, Lil' Kim, Uma Thurman, Elizabeth Taylor, David
Beckham, Paris Hilton, Jeff Koons, Leonardo DiCaprio, Hillary
Clinton, Muhammad Ali, and Britney Spears, to name just a small selection.

After establishing himself as a fixture amongst contemporary photography, LaChapelle
expanded his work to include direction of music videos, live theatrical events, and
documentary film. His directing credits include music videos for artists such as Christina
Aguilera, Moby, Jennifer Lopez, Britney Spears, The Vines and No Doubt.

His stage work includes Elton John's The Red Piano, the Caesar's Palace spectacular
he designed and directed in 2004, which just recently ended its five year run in Las
Vegas. His burgeoning interest in film led him to make the short documentary Krumped,
an award-winner at Sundance from which he developed RIZE, the feature film acquired
for worldwide distribution by Lions Gate Films. The film was released in the US and
internationally in the Summer of 2005 to huge critical acclaim, and was chosen to open
the 2005 Tribeca Film Festival in New York City.

Recent years have brought LaChapelle back to where he started, with some of the
world's most prestigious galleries and museums exhibiting his works. Galleries such as
the Tony Shafrazi Gallery in New York, Jablonka Galerie in Berlin, the Robilant + Voena
Gallery in London; and Maruani & Noirhomme in Belgium have housed his works as well
as Institutions such as the Palazzo delle Esposizioni and Palazzo Reale in Italy; the
Barbican in London, and The Helmut Newton Foundation in Berlin.

In 2009, exhibitions in Mexico City at the Museo del Antiguo Colegio de San Ildefonso,
in Paris at the Musee de La Monnaie, and in Guadalajara at the Museo de Las Artes all
broke attendance records. These shows presented his latest series of works with which
LaChapelle has broken out of the frame, presenting three-dimensional sculptural
murals. 

Previous Clientele
EXHIBITIONS
2011
Public Installation
New York | Lever House | March 1
Museum Solo Exhibition
Hanover | Kestner | February 23
2010
Solo Gallery Exhibition
Los Angeles | Honor Fraser Gallery | November 1
New York | Paul Kasmin Gallery | July 7 – September 18
London | Robilant + Voena | "The Rape of Africa" | April 26 - June 23
Brussels | Alain Noirhomme Gallery | "Eden" | April 20 - May 20
Miami | Wolfgang Roth + Partners | "Cars + Money" | December 2, 2009 - January 25,
2010
Museum Solo Exhibition
Tel Aviv | The Tel Aviv Museum of Art | "David LaChapelle" | July 23 – October 22
Beijing (China) | The Today Art Museum | "David LaChapelle"
Toronto | Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art | "The Rape of Africa" |
May 1 - 31
Taipei (Taiwan) | MOCA Taipei | "David LaChapelle" | April 9 - May 30
Museum Group Exhibition
Toronto | Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art | "The Mechanical Bride" |
May 1 - June 6
New York | Brooklyn Museum | "Who Shot Rock + Roll" | October 20, 2009 - January
31, 2010
Group Gallery Exhibition
Los Angeles | Photo LA Presented by LACMA | "David LaChapelle" |
January 14 – 17
New York | Armand Bartos Fine Art | Knock Knock: That Joke Isn't Funny Anymore" |
February 24 – April 24
 

Awards and Accolades
" I am presenting a selection of works that best portray the consistent themes I have
been exploring throughout my career - from some of my earliest works that were shown
during the 1980's in New York galleries, on through the 15 years I spent while working
for magazines.
This time my objective was to document America's obsessions and compulsions using
publications as a means to reach the broadest possible audience. I was employing "pop"
in the broadest sense of the word. I was photographing the most popular people in the
world to the marginalized always attempting to communicate to the public in an explicit
and understandable way. The images were always meant to attract, not alienate.
Inclusion has always been the goal when making these pictures, and continues on in the
newest works that will be exhibited.
The difference between the works I did as a photographer for hire and the most recent is
that I'm freed from the constraints of magazines. The work has not only been liberated
from the limitations of glossy pages, but has also emerged from the white frame,
engaging the viewer with the exploration of three-dimensional tableaux.
I feel that we are living in a very precarious time, with environmental devastation,
economic instability, religious wars waged, and excessive consumption amidst extreme
poverty. I have always used photography as a means to try to understand the world and
the paradox that is my life.
There is the feeling that we are living at a precipice. My hope is that through the
narratives told in my images, I will engage people and connect with them addressing the
same ideas or questions that possibly challenge them.
My latest pictures are a reflection of my earliest pictures. I reintroduce my personal
ideas of transfiguration, regaining paradise, and the notion of life after death. "

Awards and Accolades
MOTION PICTURES
Krumped
Rize
AWARDS
"Best New Photographer of the Year" by both
French Photo and American Photo magazines
"Photographer of the Year Award" at the VH-1
Fashion Awards
"Art Directors Club Award" for Best Book Design
for LaChapelle Land
Best "Cutting Edge Essay" and "Style
Photography" at Life magazine's Alfred
Eisenstadt Awards for Magazine Photography
(the Eisies)
Honored in the "Cover of the Year" category at
the Eisies
Won "Best Video" for Moby's "Natural Blues" at
the MTV Europe Music Awards
12th Annual MVPA Awards - Adult Contemporary
Video of the year - Elton John "This Train Don't
Stop There Anymore"
13th Annual MVPA Awards - Winner "Director of
the Year" - "Best Rock Video of the Year" for No
Doubt "It's My Life"
Special Juried Prize Mountainfilm in Telluride
Special Juried Recognition in Sundance Film
Festival
Winner of "Best documentary" in Aspen Film
Festival
Presented with GLAAD's Vito Russo Award for
outstanding contributions toward eliminating
homophobia
VIDEOGRAPHY
Elton John – " Goodbye Yellow Brick Road"
Amy Winehouse – "Tears Dry on Their Own"
Jennifer Lopez – "Do It Well"
No Doubt – "It's My Life"
Christina Aguilera – "The Voice Within"
Blink-182 – "Feeling This"
Britney Spears – "Everytime"
Christina Aguilera feat. Redman – "Dirty"
Moby – "Natural Blues"
Jennifer Lopez – "I'm Glad"
Gwen Stefani feat. Eve – "Rich Girl"
Norah Jones – "Those Sweet Words"
Macy Gray – "She Ain't Right for You"
Elton John – "Someone Saved My Life Tonight"
Avril Lavigne – "I'm With You"
Joss Stone – "Super Duper Love"
The Dandy Warhols – "Not If You Were the Last
Junkie on Earth"
Christina Aguilera feat. Lil' Kim – "Can't Hold Us
Down"
Robbie Williams – "Advertising Space"
Kelis – "Good Stuff"
The Vines – "Outtathaway"
Elton John – "All That I'm Allowed"
Elton John – "Answer in the Sky"
The Three Bad Girls – "Like you"
Whitney Houston – "Try It on My Own"
Enrique Iglesias – "Sad Eyes"
Elton John – "This Train Don't Stop There
Anymore"
Mariah Carey feat. Da Brat and Ludacris –
"Loverboy"
Elton John – "Original Sin"
Penny Ford – "I'll Be There"
Space Monkeys – "Sugar Cane"
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